
                  Constitution of the Association
1.  This association shall be called the Portland Association of General Baptists using as its bylaws the Rules of Decorum set forth by the General Association of General Baptists and these rules shall be read at the opening of each annual meeting.
2.  This association, when properly organized, shall have a moderator and clerk, who shall be chosen by the suffrage of the members present.  The duty of the moderator shall be to keep the association in order, state questions fairly, and take their minds thereon; to have the liberty of speech as other members, provided his seat is filled; to have no vote unless the association be equally divided, in which case he shall have the deciding vote.  The duty of the clerk shall be to keep a fair record of all proceedings of the association.
3.  The association shall be composed of such ministers, deacons and messengers as shall be chosen by the different churches composing this association, thought most fit for that purpose and sent with letters testifying to their appointment to represent them in the association, who shall be entitled to seats.
4.  In the letter received from the Portland Association churches shall be expressed their respective number  of members in fellowship and number received, dismissed, excluded, or died during the calendar year (January 1 through December 31) preceeding the meeting of the association. 
5.  No query shall be received by this association from any church, unless it has been acted on in said church and cannot be settled, in which case, the association shall take up the same and act upon it.
6.  Each church, however small, is entitled to two representatives, of fifty members, three; and for each additional fifty members or fraction thereof, one representative.  All ordained ministers and deacons are delegates by virtue of their office.

7.  Every motion made and seconded shall be acted upon unless withdrawn by the mover.
8.  The Association shall not have the power to lord it over God’s heritage, so as to infringe on any of  the internal rights of the churches; nevertheless, we agree that the churches composing this association shall stand in the same relation to each other in the association that individuals do to each other in the churches, that is to say, if a church trespass against a sister church, the church injured shall try to reclaim them by gospel steps; if they cannot be reclaimed, they shall be dropped from the union.
9.  We agree to do all business by a majority vote of the members present.
10. Any church may be admitted into this association by letter and delegate.  If upon proper examination it is found to be orthodox and orderly, such admission shall be manifested by the moderator giving the right hand of fellowship to the delegates thereof.
11. The association shall have power to sit as an advisory council to give to churches all necessary advice in matters of difficulty, to inquire into the cause why churches neglect to represent themselves in the association; to appoint any member or members, by and with his or their consent, to transact any 

business they may deem necessary, to invite any brethren in the ministry to a seat with the association; to adjourn the association to any time and place that may be thought necessary; to exclude from his seat any member who shall not conform to the Rules of Decorum and shall report his or their conduct to the church from which he or they were delegates.
12. When by experience, any alteration or amendment may be found necessary in this constitution, it shall be recommended especially to the churches by the association, and if approved by three-fourths of the churches said alteration or amendment shall become a part of this constitution.

