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  Statements of Faith 

I. GOD

II. THE BIBLE

 

III. MAN

IV. SALVATION

V ASSURANCE AND ENDURANCE

VI. CHRISTIAN DUTIES

3



VII. THE CHURCH

VIII. ORDINANCES

IX. THE LORD’S DAY

X. LAST THINGS

4
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 Constitution of the Association 

1. This association shall be called the Portland Association of
General Baptists using as its bylaws the Rules of Decorum set
forth by the General Association of General Baptists and these
rules shall be read at the opening of each annual meeting.
2. This association, when properly organized, shall have a
moderator and clerk, who shall be chosen by the suffrage of the
members present.  The duty of the moderator shall be to keep the
association in order, state questions fairly, and take their minds
thereon; to have the liberty of speech as other members,
provided his seat is filled; to have no vote unless the association
be equally divided, in which case he shall have the deciding vote.
The duty of the clerk shall be to keep a fair record of all
proceedings of the association.
3. The association shall be composed of such ministers, deacons
and messengers as shall be chosen by the different churches
composing this association, thought most fit for that purpose and
sent with letters testifying to their appointment to represent
them in the association, who shall be entitled to seats.
4. In the letter received from the Portland Association churches
shall be expressed their respective number of members in
fellowship and number received, dismissed, excluded, or died
during the calendar year (January 1 through December 31)
preceding the meeting of the association.
5. No query shall be received by this association from any church,
unless it has been acted on in said church and cannot be settled,
in which case, the association shall take up the same and act upon
it.
6. Each church, however small, is entitled to two representatives,
of fifty members, three; and for each additional fifty members or
fraction thereof, one representative.  All ordained ministers and
deacons are delegates by virtue of their office.
7. Every motion made and seconded shall be acted upon unless
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withdrawn by the mover. 
8. The Association shall not have the power to lord it over God’s
heritage, so as to infringe on any of  the internal rights of the
churches; nevertheless, we agree that the churches composing
this association shall stand in the same relation to each other in
the association that individuals do to each other in the churches,
that is to say, if a church trespass against a sister church, the
church injured shall try to reclaim them by gospel steps; if they
cannot be reclaimed, they shall be dropped from the union.
9. We agree to do all business by a majority vote of the members
present.
10. Any church may be admitted into this association by letter and
delegate.  If upon proper examination it is found to be orthodox
and orderly, such admission shall be manifested by the moderator
giving the right hand of fellowship to the delegates thereof.
11. The association shall have power to sit as an advisory council
to give to churches all necessary advice in matters of difficulty, to
inquire into the cause why churches neglect to represent
themselves in the association; to appoint any member or
members, by and with his or their consent, to transact any
business they may deem necessary, to invite any brethren in the
ministry to a seat with the association; to adjourn the association
to any time and place that may be thought necessary; to exclude
from his seat any member who shall not conform to the Rules of
Decorum and shall report his or their conduct to the church from
which he or they were delegates.
12. When by experience, any alteration or amendment may be
found necessary in this constitution, it shall be recommended
especially to the churches by the association, and if approved by
three-fourths of the churches said alteration or amendment shall
become a part of this constitution.
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Bylaws of the Association 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:
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(A)  Investigation:  

(B)  Charges:
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(C)  In cases whereby a church splits

12.
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 Rules of Decorum 
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Standing Rules of the Portland Association 

Rule #1

 
 
 Rule # 2             Statement of Commitment

 
                                  Rules of Membership
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ability and willingness to serve and if possible be present 
at the meeting of the association to be elected. 
2. While committees and boards may present
nominations for members to the annual setting of the
association for approval, it is the privilege of any delegate
to the association to nominate members to serve on a
board or committee providing the nominee has been
contacted prior to the meeting and has agreed to serve on
the specific board or committee to which their name is
placed in nomination.
3. Boards and committees shall attempt to have a
membership representative of as many churches in the
association as is possible.
4. All board and committee members shall serve three-
year rotating terms with at least one member going off the
board or committee each year. No member shall serve
more than two consecutive terms on a board or
committee but may be elected to serve again after an
absence of at least one year.
5. When there is a need by either a committee or board to
retain a member, because of their expertise, on that board
or committee for another term, that, if requested, the
association grant that waiver be extended in that
situation.
6. No individual shall serve on more than two boards or
committees, unless serving by virtue of office or as a
representative from another board or committee.
7. Each board and committee shall give a report to the
annual meeting of the association.  This report shall
include the number of meetings held and, if applicable, a
financial report, including a balance sheet and income
statement and the treasurer's name, address and phone
number for printing in the annual report of the
association.
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8. If an emergency should arise, a board or committee has
the authority to substitute members if needed to serve
until the next meeting of the annual association.
9. No ex-officio member of a board or committee shall
have voting privileges on the board or committee in which
they serve in that capacity.
10. No person can serve on a board or committee for
which their position in the association requires them to
report to that board or committee.
11. Anyone who receives funds from a board or
committee is ineligible to serve as a voting member on
that board or committee.
12. All boards and committees are to have at least one
meeting annually and that meeting should be at least sixty
days prior to the association's annual meeting.

Specific Board or Committee Rules 

1. The Resolutions and Credentials Committee are
standing committees of the association, and all rules of
membership apply to these committees. The members of
these committees are appointed by the moderator. They
serve three-year terms, with one new member being
appointed to the committees annually. The member of
longevity shall serve as the chairman of the committee
unless the committee by vote selects another chairman.
2. The Budget and Finance Committee shall be a standing
committee consisting of 7 members, 5 serving 3-year
rotating terms.

a. The Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer of the
Association shall serve as ex-officio members of the 
Budget and Finance committee.  
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Rule #3
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Rule #4 

Rule #5
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Rule #6

Rule #7

Rule #8

 

Rule #9
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Resolutions of the Portland Association 

1.

2.

3.

 

5.

19



 Association Past Meetings, Dates & Locations 
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Association Officer Information 
Portland Association of General Baptists 

Physical Address: 142 Ragland Road 
Cottontown, TN 37048 

Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 158 
Portland, TN 37148 

(615) 308-6688 office
portlandassociation.com 
pagbclerk@comcast.net 

2023-2024 Moderator:  Gary Pardue, 2855 Whitney Rd., 
Scottsville, KY 42164, 270-622-6224, gwpardue@gmail.com 
2023-2024 Vice Moderator: Larry Treadway, 103 Glacier Crt, 
Portland,TN 37148 (615)210-5735 
treadwaylarry@bellsouth.net 
Clerk/Treasurer:  Patricia Creasy, P.O. Box 158, Portland, TN 
37148, (615) 308-6688,  pagbclerk@comcast.net  
Assistant Clerk/Treasurer:  Betty Jo Kepley, P.O. Box 7613, 
Portland, TN 37148 (615) 364-5667, kepleybj@bellsouth.net 
Registrar:  Janet Grogan, 898 Hwy 259, Portland, TN 37148 
(615) 944-5418, grogan22566@bellsouth.net
Ministries Coordinator: Larry Treadway, 103 Glacier Court,
Portland, TN 37148 (615)210-5735
treadwaylarry@bellsouth.net

Next year’s setting information: 
June 28-30, 2024 
White House G. B. Church & State Line G.B. Church 
4012 Hwy 31W 
White House, TN 37188 
Host Pastor:   Bro. BJ Barnes & Bro. Matt Klein 
Friday Night:  7:00 p.m. 
Saturday:  9:00 a.m.  
Ordination Service:  2:30 p.m.        
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  Presbytery Officers
Moderator:

 
Vice Moderator:

 
Clerk/Treasurer: 

Vice Clerk/Treasurer:  

Next Year’s Location: 

 

 Sunday School Convention Officers 
President: 

Vice President: 

Secretary/Treasurer:

Assistant Secretary/Treasurer

Next year’s Location:
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Committees and Boards 

Audit Committee 
 

Budget and Finance Committee 

Children's Camp Board

Credentials Committee
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Executive Committee 
Moderator:  Gary Pardue 270-622-6224   2024 
Vice Moderator:  Larry Treadway (615) 210-5735    2025 
Presb. Moderator:  Don Key 270-776-1121     2024 
Jon Wesley Kirby (at large) 615-270-622-1536 2024 
Andy Mathias (at large) 615-478-1973 2024 
Tracy Hinton (at large) 615-633-1325  2025 
Tim Williams (at large) 615-388-5144 2026 

Home Mission Board 
Larry Hinton, (President) 615-325-7258 2024 
Santiago Herlein 615-399-8339 2024 
Chris Roberts 615-818-9975  2024 
Mike Brady 615-478-4453  2024 
Kenny Greer (VP) 615-325-6108 2024 
Alan Motley 270-784-0330  2024 
Bryan Borth 270-622-6525  2024 
Betty Jo Kepley 615-364-5667 2024 
Treasurer: P.O. Box 7613, Portland, TN 37148 

Minister's Retirement Board 
Janet Grogan 615-325-9071  2024 
Ashley Berry 615--473-8984  2024 
Janie Lamberth 615-477-4796 2024 
Trent Stephens 615-574-5875 2025 
Matt Klein 615-319-0050 2025 
Randy Langford 615-838-2038 2026 
Hannah Kirby 270-618-9571     2026 
Patricia Creasy, treasurer & ex-officio member 
P.O. Box 158, Portland, TN 37148   
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Property Planning Committee

Resolution Committee 

Trustee

Nathan Civils 615-405-9888   
Treasurer: P.O. Box 67, Portland, TN 37148 
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Campground Information and Guidelines 

Physical Address 

 
Campground Facilitator

To be appointed 

Campground Activities Coordinator/Reservations 

Campground Rental Guidelines 

 Portland Association Churches

26



(this motion passed 2017
setting)

Sanctuary
only.

  Non-Association Churches

Note:   A motion passed at the 2016 setting to allow Mt.
Union Association/Camp Carver to reserve the
campgrounds a year in advance as an exception to this
rule.
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 ORDAINED MINISTERS 

Alderson, Woody

Andrews, Randy

Barnes, B.J.

Booker, William

Borth, Bryan

Bowers, Billy

Bowers, Keith

Boyd, Joe

40



Proceedings of the 
101st Annual Session 

of the 

 

Theme: 
“Abiding in Christ” 

John 15:5 

Rev. BJ Barnes, Moderator 
Patricia Creasy, Clerk 

 
June 23-25, 2023 

Proceedings of the 
101st Annual Session 

of the 

 

Theme: 
“Abiding in Christ” 

John 15:5 

Rev. BJ Barnes, Moderator 
Patricia Creasy, Clerk 

 
June 23-25, 2023 

Brady, Mike

Brown, Danny

Brown, Philip

Carter, Russell

Creasy, Victor

Duffer, Ricky

Everette, Danny

Gilliam, Lawrence

Gould, David-
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Greer, Jonathan

Gregory, Kenneth

Hall, Clayton

Harper, David

Hayes, Frank

Hendrick, William Randall

Herlein, Santiago

Hobdy, Harold David

Holland, Kenneth
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Holmes, Mark

Huff, Gus

Jenkins, Glenn

Johnson, Allen

Johnson, Grant

Key, Donald

Kirby, Jon Wesley

Klein, Matt

Landers, Taylor
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Lawrence, Donnie

Mathias, Andy

Moore, Steve

Motley, Alan

Nelson, Merlin

Pardue, Gary

Patton, Paul

Rector, Craig

Roberts, Chris
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Roberts, Richard

Scott, Mark

Scott, Michael

Stephens, Trent-

Sullivan, Gary-

Tenario, Juan

Towe, B.J.

Treadway, Larry

Vance, Bobby
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Weatherford, David

Whiticker, Ryan

Williams, Timothy L

Woodard, Bobby
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LICENSED MINISTERS 

Morris. Danny Ray
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 DEACONS

BARBER WAY (1)

BEECH GROVE (6)

BOILING SPRINGS (0)

BOWLING GREEN FIRST (0)

CALVARY (1)

CAVE MILL (2)

CLIFTON (3)
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CENTRO CHRISTIANO RESTAURACION (0)

EAST NASHVILLE (2)

HALLTOWN (5)

HOLLIS CHAPEL (0)

JESUS THE GOOD SHEPHERD (0)

LIBERTY (1)

MACEDONIA (2)

MADISON AVENUE (1)
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MARTHA’S CHAPEL (0)

MITCHELVILLE (3)

MT. MORIAH (2)

MT. PLEASANT (1)

NASHVILLE FIRST (0)

NEW BEGINNINGS (0)

NEW LIFE (0)

PORTLAND (1)

PROVIDENCE (1)
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SALMONS (6)

SHILOH (4)

STATE LINE (0)

UNION CHAPEL (8)

WHITE HOUSE (1)
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101st Annual Session of the  
Portland Association of General Baptists

Abiding in Christ
John 15:5

Halltown General Baptist Church 
June 23-24, 2023 

Friday Night Attendance
Total:  71

Friday Night June 23, 2023   7:00 p.m. 

Message: Bro. Gary Sullivan
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Saturday:  June 24, 2023: 9:00 a.m.  

Saturday Attendance:       Delegates  93 
  Members Not Delegates  1 
  Visitors:  1 
  Total Attendance:  95 
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Message:  Bro. Allen Johnson
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Business Session

Mt. Union         

55



Long Creek:

Election of Officers

Headquarters Report

MS to accept the reports as written in the packet and act 
upon the recommendations of each separately. Motion 
carries.
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Reports

Association Treasurer’s Report

Audit Committee Report

Budget and Finance

Children’s Camp Board

Executive Committee

Home Mission Board

Minister’s Retirement Board

Ministries Coordinator

Obituary Report

State of Association
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Trustee/Property Planning/ Camp Facilitator

Resolution Committee Report

Old Business:    

New Business: 

Petitions and Requests
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Balance Operating Account 01/01/22  $26,112.66 
Income 

 $  24,252.50 

Expenses 

Total Expenses $  19,979.11 

Beginning Balance 01/01/22 $  26,112.66 

Total Ending Balance 12/31/22 $   30,386.05 

6060



Association Income Account 2022 
Income From Churches

Total Income from Churches 33,705.57

Balance Forward 01-01-22 56,626.98
Deposit from Closing Retreat Acct. 1,048.83
Total Income from Churches 33,705.57
Plus Interest Income 37.70
Total Balance 91,419.08
Less Disbursed for Budget -41,500.00
Total Ending Balance 12/31/22 49,919.08

Budget Disbursed:

Total Income Disbursed $41,500.00
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 Audit Committee 
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 Standard Procedure for Auditing the Accounts 
 ofthe Portland Association 

An audit is a process that provides reasonable assurance 
that good stewardship is being used in handling and 
accounting for the funds and other assets of an 
organization. An audit builds trust and confidence for the 
financial supporters through the accountability of funds 
received and expended by the entities of the organization. 
The process also protects the integrity of the organization 
and the persons the organization elects or appoints to 
handle the accounts from unwarranted charges of the 
careless or improper handling of funds. An adequate audit 
process should also set habits of fiscal responsibility to 
assure that when there is turnover in personnel there will 
be continuity in accountability. For these reasons the 
following guidelines are commended: 
1. The Portland Association shall appoint an audit
committee of at least three members to perform an
annual
audit of the accounts of all Boards and Committees which
receive, hold and expend funds received from the
associational budget or from its constituents. (Unless
otherwise ordered or requested, this would exclude all
auxiliary ministries of the Association.)
2. The Audit Committee should consist of people in the
Association who have an understanding of financial
matters
and, as much as possible, not closely related in any way to
the person or persons performing the financial tasks being
audited. At least two members of the Audit Committee
shall be present when any audit is performed.
67 
3. An internal audit of all the accounts of the Portland
Association should be performed annually. The annual

63



audit shall cover the calendar year (January 1 through 
December 31) of the year previous to the setting of the 
Association. All persons responsible for handling the funds 
for an Association Board or Committee should be prepared 
to meet with the Association Audit Committee by March 
15th at a mutual time and place for the audit of their 
accounts. 
4. The person responsible for the accounts being audited
shall meet with the Audit Committee during the audit and
shall present the following documents for examination by
the committee and be prepared to answer any questions
asked by the committee:
a. The Minutes of all meetings of their board or
committee
b. An Income statement listing all budget and donor
receipts
c. All Bank Statements including a copy of checks and
deposit receipts for the full calendar year
d. The Check Register listing all checks written during
the year with clearly defined monthly reconciliations of
the
checkbook.
e. The receipts of all expenditures for the period in
question
f. A copy of the Financial Report that they will present
to the Association
5. The Audit Committee shall complete the audits of all
associational accounts and present a report of its findings
to the Clerk of the Association by May 1 and shall be
available to give its report at the annual setting of the
Portland Association.
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 Budget and Finance Committee

 

Current Board Members: 
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Children’s Camp Board 

  Children’s Camp Board Financial Report

6499.32 

1,502.87 

$7942.19 

We recommend the following board members: 
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2. 
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3. 

 
 

5. 
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I  Expense for 2022

Beginning Balance 39,620.78$                         

INCOME Income Expense
Centro Resturation Church 500.00$  
Hollis Chp Ladies Aid 200.00$  
Ladies Aid Convention -$  
Mitchelleville Church 3,503.84$  
Portland Association -$  
Checking Acct Interest 42.60$  

EXPENSES
Annual Incorp Fee -$  (20.00)$  
IRS -$  
Accouting Fee -$  
GBIF CD -$  
Misc -$  

RENTAL DWELLING 
INCOME
One Stop Reality 8,640.00$  

EXPENSES
Insurance (1,882.50)$                        
Property Taxes -$  (1,600.26)$                        
Repairs on RDP -$  

ENDING BALANCE 49,004.46$                       

Value of CD at GBIF 94,490.38$                       
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Minister’s Retirement Board 
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 Minister’s Retirement Treasurer Report 
Balance Forward 01/01/22 40,003.02 

Income 
Income from churches *** 

Total Income         26,449.86 
Income from Churches*** 

Total Income from Churches  17,760.00 
Expenses 

***
Total Expenses 20,200.00 
Money Paid out to Ministers *** 
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Total Paid out to Ministers 20,200.00 

Balance Forward 01/01/22 40,003.02 

Ending Balance 12/31/22 36,252.88 

Certificates of Deposit 12/31/22 

Total Certificates 66,635.29 

Minister’s Retirement Guidelines 
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   Ministries Coordinator Report 
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  Obituary Report 2022

Barber Way
Beech Grove
Boiling Springs
Bowling G.1st
Cave Mill
Calvary
Centro Cristiano
Clifton
East Nashville
Halltown
Hollis Chapel
Jesus Good Shep
Liberty
Macedonia
Madison Ave.
Martha's Chapel
Mitchellville

Mt. Moriah
Mt. Pleasant
Nashville 1st
New Beginnings
New Life
Portland

Providence
Salmons
Shiloh

State Line
Union Chapel
White House
Total Deceased
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                                           State of Association  

    2022  

   

 

78



Portland Association of General Baptist 
Sunday School Convention 

April 15, 2023 

“The thief cometh not, but for to steal, 
and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might 
have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.”  
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    Finance Committee Report 
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Sunday School Superintendents and Secretaries 

Barber Way 
 
Beech Grove:  

 

 

BG First General Baptist:  

 

Boiling Springs 

Calvary:  
 

Cave Mill:  
 

Centro Christians Restaurion 

Clifton:  
  

East Nashville:  
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Halltown

Hollis Chapel 

Liberty:  
 

Macedonia:  
 

Martha’s Chapel 

Mitchellville:  
  

Mt Moriah:  
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Mt Pleasant:  
 

New Beginnings 

New Life 

Portland General:  
 

Providence 

Salmons:  
 

Shiloh:  
 

State Line:  
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Union Chapel 

White House 

Delegates to the Sunday School Convention 

Barber Way 

Beech Grove:  

BG First General Baptist 

Boiling Springs 

Calvary:

Cave Mill: 

Centro Christians Restaurion 

Center Point 

Clifton 

East Nashville 

Halltown: 

Hollis Chapel: 

Liberty 

Macedonia: 
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Martha’s Chapel 

Mitchellville:  

Mt Moriah: 

Mt Pleasant: 

New Beginnings 

New Life 

Portland General:  

Providence:  

Salmons:  

Shiloh: 

State Line: 

Union Chapel 

White House 
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Sunday School Convention Resolutions 
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Sunday School Convention Bylaws 
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      Sunday School Convention Past Dates/Locations
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 Trustee Board/Property Planning/Camp Coordinator                     

Trustee Board
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Randy Givens 3-year term      2026 
Tim Brown      3-year term      2026 

Property Planning Board has one at large member coming 
 

 
Grant Johnson 3-year term    2026 
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 Trustee Board Treasurer Report 

 Balance as of 01/01/22  

   Balance as of 12/31/22  
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PORTLAND ASSOCIATION 
OF GENERAL BAPTISTS PRESBYTERY 
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Exodus 14:10-15

105



I Timothy 3:1-13

106



107



RESOLUTIONS OF THE PRESBYTERY 

(Resolution 1)-

(Resolution 2)-

(Resolution 3)-

(Resolution 4)-

(Resolution 5)-

(Resolution 6)-
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(Resolution 7)-

(Resolution 8)-

(Resolution 9)-

(Resolution 10)-

(Resolution 11)-

James 5: -16
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(Resolution 12)-

(Resolution 13)-

(Resolution 14)-

(Resolution 15)-
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(Resolution 16)-

(Resolution 17)-

(Resolution 18)-

(Resolution 19)-

111



(Resolution 20)-

(Resolution 21)-

(Resolution 22)-

(Resolution 23)
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(Resolution 24)
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CONSTITUTION OF THE PORTLAND PRESBYTERY

(Statement 1)

(Statement 2)

(Statement 3)

(Statement 4)

(Statement 5)

(Statement 6)

(Statement 7)
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(Statement 8)

(Statement 9)

(Statement 10)

Galatians 6:1, Timothy 5:19, 

(Statement 11)

(Statement 12)

(Statement 13)

(Statement 14)
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BYLAWS OF THE PORTLAND PRESBYTERY 

(Bylaw 1)

(Bylaw 2)

(Bylaw 3)

(Bylaw 4)

(Bylaw 5)

(Bylaw 6)

(Bylaw 7)
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(Bylaw 8)

(Bylaw 9)

(Bylaw 10)

(Bylaw 11)
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QUESTIONS FOR MINISTERS AND DEACONS 
TO BE LICENSED OR ORDAINED 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
(Question 1)-

(Question 2)-
(Question 3)-

(Question 4)-

(Question 5)-
(Question 6)-

(Question 7)-
(Question 8)-

BIBLICAL
(Question 1)

(Question 2)
(Question 3)

(Question 4)

(Question 5)
(Question 6)

(Question 7)
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USAGE AND DOCTRINE 
(Question1)

(Question 2)

(Question 3)
(Question 4)

(Question 5)

(Question 6)

(Question 7)

(Question 8)
(Question 9)

MORAL AND SOCIAL 
(Question 1)

(Question 2)

(Question 3)

(Question 4)

Question 5)
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CHURCH 
(Question 1)
(Question 2)
(Question 3)

(Question 4)

(Question 5)

(Question 6)

(Question 7)
(Question 8)

REQUIREMENTS FOR LICENTIATES 
(Requirement 1)-
(Requirement 2)-
(Requirement 3)-

(Requirement 4)-
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(Requirement 5)-

(Requirement 6)
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PROCEDURE FOR DISCIPLINARY ACTION 
OF PRESBYTERY 

(Step 1)-

(Step 2)-

(Step 3)-
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PORTLAND ASSOCIATION PRESBYTERY 
DUES 

123
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